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‘|men, plumbers, and other kinds of

'l erowd, installing electric light fixtures,
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Systematic ‘Control’ of New |
Traffic Not Quite System- i
atic Just Yet |

That the construction of ancient!'
Rome required the contractors more
than a day is a historical fact repeat- |
ed thrpugh centuries by those who
would excuse their own delays in com-
pletion of less pretentious feats. l

Frank A. Picard, chairman of the
state liquor control commission, said
it another way, however, when he,
blurted out: “You can't set up a five-
million dollar business in 15 min-/
utes.” |

Mr. Picard, members of the com-|
mission, officials, and other employes,
are trying, however, to bring sem-
blance of order out of the chaos which
today is inevitably present.

Offices of the liquor control com-
mission are on the eighth floor of the
City National building, They occupy
the entire floor. The commission, how-
ever, uses at present only about half
of the floor space, the remainder not
being ready.

Picard Dominant Figure

Electricians, carpenters, telephone

{

sub-contractors, mill aboutr.in the

 nailing on baseboards over lathing,

Liguor Commission Headquarters
Like Chaotic Beehive at Present

]organization which will seek to assure

wiring up phones, connecting pipes,
and otherwise working along method- |
ically while the swirling eddy of girl.s:
and men rush and wander about,’
strive to answer everyone's questions,
while asking new ones themselves.
Mr. Picard looms prominently, with
his firm stride, his resonant, pene- |
trating voice. Phones—there are five
of them working—ring out almost
without interrupticn. Typewriters—
there were 12 of them in action Wed- |
nesday morning—vie with adding ma-|
chines to set the fast tempo of the

a steady and even flow in Michigan!
after 6 o'clock Thursday evening. ;
One official is asked, during a lucid
moment, how many employes there!
are. “Gosh, I don’'t know,” is the an-i
swer, with the comment, “I just asked.|
one man what he was doing up here,
and he said, ‘T work here,” so I walked
away.” An ip!ormal count was made,
but it wa8 not accurate, being taken
while the identity of workers was still
hazy and while those in question were
in rapid and continuous motion.
There appeared to be about 20 per-|
sons attacking the work which lay,
about in huge piles, ’
One girl opened and started to sort‘
an imposing pile of mail, It revealed
applications by the bucketful, each|
(Continued on page 3, column 1) \
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LIQUOR COMMISSION
HEADQUARTERS CHAOTIC

(Concluded from page 1)

envelope bearing some conveyance o!‘
money, in certified check or postal
money order. Applicants who came
personally, were pacing about with thc‘
flitting determination of disturbed
vaterbugs, bearing bonds, currency,
applications, letters of recommenda-
tion from someone, forms approved by
their city councils,

Try Out New Secal

Stacks of supplies were accumulat-
ing on the floors. Officials were|
gingerly “trying out”™ the new stamp-
ing device bearing the die scal of the
liquor commission. The handle stood
proudly erect; the die sparkied with '
newness. "It just came in—it is only
A temporary die,” someone explaine to '
someone else, A piece of bond papcrl
is inzerted, the die pressed, The seal
of the state, circled by the words,
“State Liguor Commission,” is in-
gpected eagerly

A mob presses in the outer hall,
geeking admission. A man one foot,
jammed against the edge of a mblc.‘
bars the corridor with his jeg. as he |
talks quictly to the applicants who|
stand in solid formation, proffering
batciics of documents, {

State troopers :tand ominously si-
lent, erect and imperturbable in their '
uniforms. They seem self-possessed '
and no one asks them any questions, '

Elevators of the bullding carry
more people swiftly to the eighth {floor, |
as the minutes pass. At least they did
unil one of them went out of com-|
mission Tuesday afternoon. This oc-
curred just as Mr. Picard, “much as I,
hate to do 1t," was ordering the cor-
ridor cleared, with all applicants In- |y
structied to wait on the ground floor. |
The chairman would catch the glint of!
a famuliar eve In the crowd, perhaps
a ucvipaperiran  arriving  late. Not |
Lt lug his name, Mr. Picard might!
punt and say, “You come In.” Eight !
would swecar he was pointing to thcm.il

Instruets in Pronunciation L

Incice, some appiicants talk to some |
[t corrmisioners in the private of- 1
fieo of e cnmirman, One said, “Now |
Movr P-urd,” but he was cut off !
by o coen-tempered chairman who |
0.0, 1 have a zood French name, and“
it s proscunced Pick-kard, with the
act ot on the last syllable. Don't try |y
to mare an Irishman out of me,
please.”

A man who may have halitosis leans
over the desk of one comely secretary,
sceking special attention, Suddenly she
strajghtens up, mutters aloud some-
thing about “intestinal fortitude,” and
walks away to another part of ‘the of-
fice, frowning.

Anolther, in a light mood, picks up
her new metal letter file, simulates a
cigaret girl by llting, “Cigars, cigar-
etts!™ as though she were offering her
imaginary stock for sale. ‘,f

Questions pop up suddenly: people
are wanted. A man snaps his fin-
geres, calls 40 feet away to a girl, “Send
& wire to So-and-So, and ask him..."
Only the girl hears: no one else cares |
“Call Mr. Wimpus in Detroit, and see
if he...” comes another emergency re-
quest. '
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Calm to Follow Storm

The people of the state voted for
“complete control” of the liquor traf-
fic Jazt November 8. They are get- {
ting it, insofar as any group could gtvci
Il and organize it during the brief
time between the passage of the bill «
®and the deadline for beer sales. |:

The time will come, incredible as
it may scem to the casual (if you can
imagine anyone casual getting in there t

St now!) visitor, when evervthing
will have tapered off, and when the
approach of a timid applicant may
bring the startled whisper, “Look, |
Mamie, a customer!” L




